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From Busserah to Aleppo there are several roads, but you
cannot avoid some part of the desert, and the quickest passage
of all will take up a month. Some Europeans have gone this
journey by themselves; and I am apt to think that the risque
of robbers, when you are provided with proper passes, is
nothing but a mere bugbear. If any will venture to travel in
this manner I would advise them to cany nothing of value
but what their occasions require, that they may have as little
to lose as possible.
The common method of travelling is on the back of a camel,
but the motion of this animal is very fatiguing. However, it
is somewhat more commodious in a cajava, of which there are
two, one on each side of the beast. In one of these you are
sheltered from the weather, and if you have a companion in the
other, besides the advantage of being balanced, you may have
the pleasure of his conversation, provided you understand
each other; but if you have no companion you must counter-
poise yourself with your baggage. But if you do not like this
way of travelling, you may generally hire horses in a caravan.
The want of good water is the greatest inconvenience an
European will meet with in most parts of the road over the
great desert, for sometimes you will be obliged to travel several
days without any but what is brackish; and, as I am informed,
in three days you will meet with none at all, except imme-
diately after the rains. For this reason you must take care
to carry water with you in skins.
There are generally two caravans in a year that pass over
the great desert. The time of the setting out of one is very
uncertain; but the other, which consists chiefly of camels de-
signed for sale at Aleppo, generally begins to march in May
or June. The Bashaw of Bagdad has prevented the caravan
of goods from travelling this way for two or three years past.
If it does not suit your convenience to wait for the desert
caravan, the best way will be to proceed to Bagdad, but you
must take care to be furnished with a pass from the Bashaw
or Mossalem of Busserah; which you may procure by means
of the Resident. You must likewise have letters of recom-
mendation, to one or more of the Sheiks. You may pass up the